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 Introduction: Part II
S. BR in its extreme brevity omits entirely the long story of the
Jealous King and the Ungrateful Prince (Frame-story VI and VII),
and the emboxt stories in Stories 14 and 81; and it also shortens the
individual stories, not only by greatly condensing the narrative, but
in many cases by omitting considerable parts thereof.
4. Of all the versions JR shows the most markt individuality.
(a) It contains three sections in its frame-story which the other ver-
sions have not, and its Stories 29, 81, and 32 are wholly unrelated to
any stories found in the other versions. (&) The order of events in its
frame-story is wholly changed, as has been observed under 2 above,
(c) As to literary form it differs from the others in adding an argumen-
tum, or brief summary of the story in verse, at the beginning or end
of nearly every story, (d) With these exceptions it will be found as a
rule to agree fairly closely, even in matters of detail, with the other
versions; but there are a considerable number of points (largely
minor ones, to be sure) in which it differs in such a striking way from
the others that we must assume deliberate and conscious changes in
one direction or the other; they cannot be matters of carelessness or
accident.
Peculiarities of the Southern Recension (SR),— Deliberate and
conscious changes from the narrative of the original appear to be
rare, and almost without exception unimportant, in SR. Such as do
appear are mostly in the nature of expansions; but here, of course,
we are treading on uncertain ground, for in any given case the longer
account of SR may be the original, and shortened in all the others.
Nevertheless I think it most probable that in some cases, at least,
the leisurely and often prolix narrative of SR has expanded the nar-
rative of the original. The passages I have in mind are especially
moral dissertations, characterized by sententious verses* Such are the
passages at the end of Story 2, and at the beginning of Stories 8 and
11; the praise of the virtues of the Ganges water in Story 15, the
opening of 18, the praise of Vikrama's self-sacrifice at the end of 28,
and the list of verses on the sanctity of the brahmanhood in SI. There
are a few cases in which SR differs markedly from all the other ver-
sions. They are important enough to make it certain* in my opinion,
that we have riot in SR the original Vikramacarita (tho I think also
that SR comes closer to it than any other version)* Some of them
are: in IS, the omission of the celestial car (vimftaa)* an item of stage-
property needed in the denouement! in 14, birds take the place of
spirits in helping King Rajagekhara (the other versions are certainly

